
It has been quite a difficult winter for ponds in NW Ohio. This winter was the hardest one I’ve seen 
in over 30 years!  We have already had many phone calls about fish kills in ponds from around the 
area and I expect more of the same to continue. Most of the fish mortality happened during the 
prolonged severe weather  during January. This past winter we had thick ice coverage caused by 
the subzero temperatures, plus the snow was deep due to the several snowstorms in a row we 
experienced. The snow pack on top of the ice is what largely contributed to the lack of oxygen in 
the ponds and lakes around NW Ohio. Ideally, one would take off 50% of the snow cover by shov-
eling or turning on the pond aeration for a day or so. Given the harsh weather conditions, in many 
cases this did not happen.   

Given the current economy we feel many people will be staying a little closer to home this year.  
Perhaps it is time to invest some time and few dollars in managing your pond so you can have 
good use of it for some summer recreation. Your pond is a great asset to your lawn and landscape, 
but like these things it does take some effort to properly manage it. Raking and removing debris, 
consuming dead and dying organic material and properly circulating your pond is crucial to good 
pond management. Pond management does not have to be tedious or complicated, it can be re-
warding and the end result can be very enjoyable. Let IBN help you manage your pond. We pride 
ourselves in spending the necessary time with each of our pond customers in explaining the whats, 
whys and hows of proper management of your water resource.   

Don Schooner, Owner  

Give us a call at 419-669-4084 or visit our website at www.ibnature.com 
for more detailed information on properly managing your pond. The initial 

phone consultation is FREE.  What do you have to lose?  Call today!   
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Largemouth Bass  
Micropterus sal moides 
A highly adaptive and well-suited predator for ponds 
and small lakes, the largemouth bass is undoubtedly 
North America’s most popular game fish.  Reaching 
lengths of 20 inches, largemouth have a varied diet 
including crustaceans, insects, fish, and reptiles.  
Preferred habitat includes abundant vegetation and clear water with spawning occur-
ring on gravel, sand, and hard clays. 

 

Hybrid Striped Bass 

Morone saxatilis x M. chrysops 

A genetic cross between a striped bass and a white bass, the hybrid striped bass com-
bines excellent fish diversity and manageability within ponds and small lakes.  Hybrid 
stripers are a pelagic—open water—species, inhabiting areas not occupied by traditional 
pond predators.  Hybrid stripers do not reproduce in ponds and obtain lengths up to 25 
inches. 

 

Yellow Perch  

Perca flavescens 

Renowned for its mild, flaky flesh, the yellow perch is becoming ever-more popular for 
stocking into ponds and small lakes.  Although adapted to large lake inhabitance, the 
yellow perch can be successfully raised in smaller ponds and lakes with a little effort.  
Yellow perch primarily feed on insects and small fish in and around vegetated areas and 
reach lengths of 14 inches.    

Bluegill 

 Lepomis macrochirus 

Undisputedly, bluegill are the most popular prey species for ponds and small 
lakes.  In ponds, bluegills primarily consume small crustaceans and insects.  
Preferred spawning habitats include shallow sand, gravel, or muck bottoms, 
where nests are constructed and guarded by the male.  Reaching lengths of 
10 inches, bluegills provide excellent fishing and table fare. 

 

Redear Sunfish 

 Lepomis microlophus 

A close relative of the bluegill, redear Sunfish have proven to be an excellent 
addition to many ponds.  In addition to feeding on small crustaceans and 
insects, redear prefer a diet of snails and other mollusks.  Upon spawning, 
redear also move inshore and build nests in gravel, sand, and clay bottoms.  
Throughout the rest of the year, redear gravitate around structure, making 
them better suited for ponds used for swimming. 

 

White Amur 

Ctenopharyngodon idella 

White amur or grass carp provide an effective and economical means of con-
trolling specific types of unwanted rooted vegetation.  Certified sterile, white 
amur will not reproduce in ponds.  White amur often obtain lengths of 36-48 
inches within 3-7 years of stocking. 

 

Fathead Minnow 

Pimephales promelas 

Fatheads are a robust forage fish stocked primarily to enhance the growth of 
predators within a pond.  With adults only reaching 1.5 – 3.0 inches in 
length, they provide excellent forage for small to medium size largemouth 
bass and yellow perch.  Spawning habitat includes the underside of sub-
merged structures such as rocks and logs.     

 

What do you need to do? 

• Get as many of the dead fish out of the pond as you can! You can’t get them all 
out but any fish you can see and retrieve then get them out of there and take 
them away from the pond. Don’t leave them on the shore or at the pond edge. 
If you leave them in the pond or at the pond edge  you are only adding to the 
nutrient load, which will turn the rotting debris into nutrients for excess plant 
and algae that you will have to deal with later! It’s not as easy as flushing 
Johnnie’s gold fish down the toilet but you still got to get them out of the 
pond! 

• Consider restocking fish that suit your long term pond goals. Are you using 
your pond for swimming, fishing, aquatic habitat, or all of the above? A fish 
kill is a bad thing, but this is a chance for you to balance out your fish       
population .  

• If you are not using Beneficial Microbes, Trace Minerals or Enzyme Booster - 
rethink that! In pond management nutrients are the enemy. The more        
nutrients available to the plant side of the food chain the bigger the algae and 
nuisance plants you’ll have later. Microbes, Trace Minerals and Enzyme 
Booster all help to digest and consume the debris and MOST importantly 
move that energy up the animal side of the food chain, which leads to more 
diversity and a healthy pond! 

• If you are using Beneficial Microbes, Trace Minerals or Enzyme Booster then 
that debris is well on it’s way of getting consumed. Depending on the severity 
of the fish kill and other rotting organics at the pond bottom you may need to 
increase your dosage a bit to help offset the nutrient load. It will level out, just 
give it some time. 

• Check out the fish descriptions on the next page to learn about fish IBN has 
available for pond stocking. If you are unsure of what your goals are for your 
pond we can help - just give us a call! 419-669-4084 

 Call us to help you determine what fish will best suit your pond needs  
We will call you to let arrange a pick up time, once fish have arrived. 
Please bring 5 gal. buckets or boxes to keep fish safe during         
transportation. Fish MUST be placed in plastic fish bags with oxygen, 
there is a $2/bag & oxygen charge. *All Orders Subject to availability. 

Fathead Minnows $8.50/lb.                                                                                                          
White Amur $12.00 ( 10-12")                                                                   
Redear Sunfish $0.80  (2-4")                                                                        
Hybrid Striped Bass $1.50 (3-5")                                                                       
Large Mouth Bass $1.00 (2-4")                                                                  
Yellow Perch $1.75 (3-5”), $3.25 (5-7")                                                   
High Protein Fish Food $45.00/50lb bag or $0.90/lb   

      Call 419-669-4084 to order 
Fish Arrive on or about             

April 22 



IBN  HAS THE RIGHT 
PIECES TO THE FOOD 

CHAIN PUZZLE 

The process of  properly circulating your pond is extremely important to the 
overall health and longevity of the pond.  Bottom aeration is the mechanism 
of movement (circulation) that allows for the water temperature to equalize 
between the pond surface and the pond bottom. It is important to have a    
system designed for your pond size and depth. Improperly circulating the 
pond will not give you the same benefits of a properly sized system. The more 
even the water temperature during the growing season, the more                 
consumption gets done at the pond bottom.  This process will make a          
tremendous amount of difference in how the pond looks and acts as it         
matures. If you do not have an aeration system in your pond yet, now is the 
time to get the process started!   

Our systems are CUSTOM designed for YOUR pond or Lake 

 

Along with Complete Systems IBN Also Offers 
Compressor Upgrading & Maintenance 

Air Filters , Vane Kits 

Diffusers, Weighted Airline & Housing Units 
 

                                                                                                        

IBN Microbe Booster is the clear solution to cloudy 
water 

IBN Microbe Booster is designed to cleanse your water by removing organic material and 
suspended solids to naturally inhibit turbidity. 

IBN Microbe Booster promotes effective biological remediation in three key ways, IBN  
Microbe Booster contains a broad based lake and pond enzyme blend which rejuvenates 
existing bacteria: select blend of safe surfactants that quickly emulsify organics: and a   
fortified micro-nutrient package to shore up any weak areas in your pond. 

Let nature balance itself by using IBN Microbe Booster to improve and restore water    
quality back to it’s natural state. 

• Biodegradable formula 
• Fast acting 
• Stimulates Lake and pond biota 
• Improves lake and pond immune system 
• Safe for plants, pets and humans  
• Minimizes chemical treatments 

Rejuvenate Your Pond or Lake with IBN’s Lake & 
Pond Restorative Trace Minerals. 

IBN’s Trace Minerals contains over 80 micro nutrients, minerals, elements and 
includes a potent natural catalyst to accelerate and enhance overall performance. 

By incorporating the IBN Trace Minerals product into your pond management 
regimen you can achieve visible results quickly. 

• Maximizes Muck Consumption By Our Microbes 

• Improves water clarity 

• Provides phosphorus reduction (Very Important!) 

• Stimulate biological activity 

• Replenish trace minerals depleted by fish and aquatic 
plants. 

Working With 
Mother Nature Is 

What We Do          
Everyday! 



A liquid concentrate version of GreenClean, utilizing activated liquid 
peroxygen chemistry to control a wide variety of algae on contact. This 
liquid concentrate product offers the same range of product benefits as 
GreenClean but with a special emphasis on being more effective on 
plantonic and filamentous algae. 

• Can be applied in Water Containing Live Fish & Plants 
• Controls Most Common Types of Algae Very Well 
• Many Times Results Can be Seen within Minutes 
• Professional Strength Formula 
• Non-Copper Based Alternative 
• EPA Registered for Pond & Lake Use 

Consumption by our definition is the process by which nutrients (food) in the 
pond is transported from one form of life to another.  Everything in the pond 
wants to be “king of the hill”, that is, each species wants to monopolize the 
available food.  Pond problems become noticeable when one or two species 
are present in excessive amounts.  Whether it is filamentous algae,             
phytoplanktonic algae or rooted plants, each type of plant growth can be 
problematic if it takes over the pond.  The nutrients are stored in the organic 
material (muck) in the pond.  It is important to move the food out of the muck 
and into the animal side of the food chain as efficiently and effectively as   
possible.  This will help to minimize excessive growth and keep the pond 
cleaner and healthier.  A proper blend of Beneficial microbes, Pond Enzymes 
and Trace Minerals all help to maximize the consumption process in the 
pond.  

Beneficial Microbes                                 
Microbes or bacteria are small, single-celled organisms that occur in practically all 
conditions imaginable. These organisms are so small that they cannot be seen 
with the naked eye. In fact, approximately 8,700,000 round rod-shaped bacteria 
cells could be contained in the period at the end of this sentence. With few excep-
tions, microbes’ primary role are that of decomposers, consuming organic muck 
and dead material and allowing it to be used within the system. Our blend of 
beneficial microbes has been successfully creating healthier pond and lakes   
situations for over ten years. Each strain of bacteria in our blend has been       
carefully selected for the particular job that it does. Using the IBN Microbe Blend 
in your water resource is a powerful way to accelerate the consumption process.  
We believe each pond is different, therefore, a generic amount of microbes doesn’t 
fit each pond situation. Give us a call and we’ll discuss your pond concerns.         
419-669-4084. 

IBN provides both pond treatment services and treat-
ment products that you can apply yourself to your pond. 

We do our best to minimize the amount of chemicals 
anyone adds to their pond. We try to use only products 
that do not excessively damage the pond ecosystem. We 
have a wide variety of various pond treatments that can 
kill algae and rooted plants on and under the pond sur-

face. Please contact us with your situation so we help 
solve your pond problem both quickly, efficiently and as 

naturally as possible.  

Call us today for your pond treatment estimate!  

419-669-4084 


